COMMUNITY SERVICE CORNER

I’m Geri Dodge, the new Community Service Coordinator for the Eagan Girl Scouts.  I have spent the last month or so trying to locate information on service opportunities for our Girl Scouts.  I am looking for someone who might be interested in occasionally working with me, someone who can “ground” my pie in the sky ideas.  I am also looking for an adult or Girl Scout who would like to earn service hours or complete service projects while earning computer, P.R., printing type badges by helping to create flyers and/or to help with registration.

The next part of this corner will be the events I have set up.  Most events do have a drive or donation portion.  This is not meant to indicate that each Girl Scout must provide something or even that they are to always ask their parents.  If a girl can provide that is great, if as a whole the troop provides that’s ok too.  Maybe the troop can put together a project to get donations.  Time and service are valuable to organizations also.  The other important part is that if you are unable to do events as a troop, (as long as they have an adult) individual scouts can participate.
The final portion will be some potential ideas that someone might be interested in coordinating or maybe I can coordinate if I knew enough people were interested.  As time and space permit most of these opportunities will make their way to the web site.

SEPTEMBER
Next year I will have some thing set up for September.  Does anyone want to coordinate school supply drive?  I have several organizations looking for that.  Or maybe something for outdoors.

Check out Love In(Deed) ww.w.wooddale.org then volunteer, then Love In(Deed).  This is the 2nd Saturday of every other month.  I thought it was great.  They said groups could certainly come, they just couldn’t guarantee that the group would all be at the same site.
OCTOBER
Between the short time frame and the two fall encampments I did not get a chance to plan activities for September/October.  I have two opportunities to share:

1) Volunteer Apple Picking Opportunity for Second Harvest.  For info:www.2harvest.org then go to how help, volunteer, upcoming.  While most volunteer activities at this location are for teenagers, this appears to be ok for younger kids too.

2) Help at the Wescott Library Fall Book Sale.  Set up is Sunday, October 18th 1:15-4:30 and Monday 10-8.  Sale is Wed-Sat.  Bag Sale and take down 12:30-5.  You get first crack at the books.  E:mail booksale@fwlonline.com.  Daisy’s and Brownies may be possible in small numbers.
NOVEMBER
Nothing set as of yet.  May be something to do with food or should we may be do Armful of Love?  Next year I will set up a time for ages 14+ to go to the Operation Christmas Child Warehouse.  That was fun.  Does anyone want to coordinate, either this year, or next, an Operation Christmas Child event that would work for all ages?  Girl Scouts now has a patch.
DECEMBER
I am trying to coordinate a day sorting toys at the warehouse for TOYS FOR TOTS.  This would be in early to mid December.  This is suitable for all ages.  The details haven’t been worked out yet as the Marines in charge are just now starting to work on this year’s project.  My goal is to arrange a day and then have people sign up for time slots.  My recommendation would be for Daisy’s and young Brownies to register for 1 hour and older Brownies on up could do for 2 or more.  My daughter’s troop started as Brownies and this is one event they insisted on doing each year.  If you would be interested in this please let me know so I know to pursue it further.

Wednesday, Dec 30th, MEALS ON WHEELS SERVICE DAY.  We will gather to make tray favors (beaded candy cane ornaments), thank you cards for their volunteers, placemats, and pot holders/oven mitts.  The new product drive is for pot holders/oven mitts but the older girls will also be making some.  I have some instructions for making pot holders but I am looking for adults who could help instruct the older girls in making pot holders.  I will be looking for donations of: red and white tri beads, pipe cleaners, thicker paper or post cards to use to make thank you cards (if you have some left over store bought ones that would be ok too); left over thicker material, bias tape, some types of batting or old towels and blankets.  I will also be putting a request out on freecycle for these materials and I will be indicating to deliver to any Girl Scout who will deliver to leaders who can get them to me.  (www.meals-on-wheels.com).  Further details will be out shortly as well as pre registration materials.  Registration is not required but would be helpful so that we have enough materials available.
JANUARY

Sunday, January 24th,BUNDLES OF LOVE SERVICE DAY.  A new beginning to a new year and for new babies.  Every 3.5 hours, a baby in Minnesota goes home with a free bundle of 25 items produced by Bundles of Love, Because Every Baby Deserves the Basics.  We will meet at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Apple Valley to help make/or provide components of these bundles.  It is my hope that each troop would be able to provide the items for one bundle that Bundles of Love needs to purchase (if they can provide more that would be really great): a pack of newborn diapers, diaper wipes, baby wash, baby care travel packs.  Feel free to use the dollar store.  Further details and registration materials will be out shortly. Limited Daisy spots (www.bundlesoflove.org)
Out of space and time.  Talk to you later.
FEBRUARY
Saturday, February 13th FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

DAY.  (www.fmsc.org)  This is Eagan Girl Scout Day (well, half of one time frame and 10 spots in another will not be Girl Scouts but the rest are).  It is very hard to get spots for so many people so please take advantage of this opportunity.  Maybe we can even get some news print out of it.  FMSC has specific ratios that we need to follow: grades 3-6 = 1/3, grades 7-9 = 1/4 grades 10-12 = 1/5.  The time slots are 9-11, 11:30-1:30, 2-4, 4:30-6:30, 7-9.  Registration materials will be out shortly.  Because the 90 slots in each time frame must be filled, registration will be opened up to other service units on January 15.  There is a Girl Scout Patch you can earn for Feed My Starving Children.  In addition to volunteering there we will be providing some of their wish list.  This organization has very specific brands that they require. Hand Soap (Member’s Mark, Dial, Softsoap, Target, Equate); Dish Soap (Ajax, Palmolive, Dawn, Joy); Laundry Detergent (Cheer, Purex, Arm&Hammer, All, Tide); Bleach (Clorox, Target, Hylex).
I will work on MARCH, APRIL, MAY.  Any preferences?  I particularly want to find something outdoors.

Does anyone want to coordinate a PET DAY.  I have an organization that will take Happy Socks.  Minnesota Valley Humane Society has provided instructions for fleece cat beds, fleece cat and dog toys, dog bandana’s (I have lots of purple material for this).

I have a lot of different organizations that are looking for books: Books for Africa (in addition to donating books, ages 12 and up can help sort and

pack); Books for Kids; Books for Soldiers; 100 Books Project; Room to Read (build a complete library, 150 specific books)

There are a lot of food opportunities.  Food drives, sorting food at CAC, helping at 2nd Harvest (older kids), making sandwiches, meals, breakfasts for Ronald McDonald House.
